


The Beneteau 37 manages to eke 
out 5 knots in the light air on Miami’s 
Biscayne Bay.
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hull shape, holding its beam 
well aft. The wheel is located 
well aft and at the helm you 
feel like you’re sitting on the 
transom. I like this perspective. 
It gives you a full view of the 
sails and a direct connection to 
the rudder. When you give the 
leather-covered 36-inch wheel 
a small turn the boat responds 
immediately. There are three 
cockpit lockers, including a huge 
sail locker to starboard. The 
seats are covered in teak and the 
coamings ergonomically shaped 
to support the lower back. 
There are well-placed stainless 
grabrails on the pedestal, or as 
Beneteau calls it, the steering 
console. A pivoting helm seat 
offers access to the swim step 
astern. The ladder has teak pads, 
which make slipping less of a 
problem and a hot-and-cold deck 
shower is standard.

The external chain locker 
forward is deep and large enough 
to carry an honest amount of 
ground tackle. The stanchions 
support double lifelines and 
the pulpits on both ends of 
the boat are robust.  Again, 
the details matter, the new 37 
comes standard with heavy-duty 
amidship cleats that not only 
are essential for setting spring 
lines, but also for running a 
quick breast line when docking 
maneuvers go askew. The small 
sections of teak forming a 
coaming of sorts lend a touch 
elegance to the overall look of 
the boat.

Down below
The interior is surprisingly 

bright and airy. I say this because 
the sleek deck profile would 
not suggest this result below. 
However, every living space has 
a minimum of one natural light 
and air source. Also, bright white 
molded pieces help to keep things 
light. The layout is practical and 
the finish is lovely. The two-
cabin one-head arrangement is 
an ideal use of space. I am happy 
to see that the designers resisted 
the urge to squeeze in another 
cabin and head.

 Dropping below, the L-shaped 
galley is immediately to port. It 
includes all the usual features, 

double sinks, gimbaled stove and 
oven, and front-opening 12-volt 
refrigeration. What I like about 
it are the clever stowage lockers. 
There’s a spot for cookery under 
the oven and a large dish rack 
with a built-in drain. The waste 
bin fits in neatly under the 
sink. The white laminate finish 
contrasts the Corian used on 
many new boats today, but I like 
the clean look.

Access to the aft cabin is 
through the galley. Billed as 
the guest cabin, it is roomy and 
includes a genuine double berth 
and hanging locker. The head 

and nav station are opposite the 
galley to port. The head includes 
a stall shower and is more 
spacious than heads in older 
model Beneteaus. The chart table 
faces aft. Charts can be stored 
inside the desk and there is 
room for repeaters and radios in 
the aft panel. The electrical panel 
is above and outboard and easy 
to reach. Most 37s will include 
a microwave oven above the 
chart table. 

The saloon includes a straight 
settee to starboard with storage 
below. This would be the best sea 
berth. To port a U-shaped settee 

drapes around a handsome table. 
There are shelves outboard with 
stylish but not wildly effective 
stainless steel railings. There’s 
also storage below as well. Small 
handrails run the length of the 
cabin. The portlights flood the 
saloon with light, and seem 
bigger below than from on deck. 
The hull ports also add light 
and sense of space. Opening 
portlights and a large overhead 
hatch afford terrific ventilation. 

The owner’s cabin is forward. 
I was surprised to find that 
there’s plenty of headroom, 6 
feet, 3 inches to be precise, and 
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The 105-percent furling genoa comes 
standard, above. The steering console, 
left, holds the navigation equipment. The 
galley is to port at the foot of the compan-
ionway, far left, and the interior is bright 
and cheerful, top.
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that adds to the spacious feel 
of this comfortable cabin. The 
double berth is island style; great 
in port, not so great underway. 
There is a lot of stowage with 
a hanging and shelved locker 
to starboard and large lockers 
below the berth. Another big 
overhead hatch and bright and 
efficient halogen lights make 
this cabin user-friendly.

There’s enough water tankage 
to avoid installing a watermaker 
right away. All together there’s 
98 gallons with tanks under the 
aft bunk, and the forward section 
of the forward bunk. The tanks 
are rotomolded. The batteries 
are in the aft cabin. The house 
battery has 110-amp hours and 
the engine start battery 70. An 
80-amp hour alternator will 
have no problem keeping the 
batteries charged. An upgrade 
I’d opt for is another house 
battery. 

A 29-horsepower Yanmar 
diesel is very fuel efficient 
and provides enough power to 
push the 37 along at more than 
6 knots in protected waters. 
Truthfully, the boat sails so 
well, and is so easy to sail, the 
engine will primarily be used 
for getting in and out of the 
marina. The 52-gallon fuel tank 
will likely last all season. Access 
to the engine is from behind the 

companionway steps and through 
side panels in the aft cabin. I am 
happy that Beneteau stays with 
the drive shaft transmission 
instead of the easier to install 
saildrive. Drive shaft gears have 
longer lives.

Under sail
Back on Biscayne Bay the 

wind remained fickle.  Bringing 
the boat hard up on the wind 
it accelerated smartly. Pinching 
high, 35 degrees apparent, we 
kept the boat moving. The 37 is 
a sailor’s boat, you can feel the 
rudder at all times and the boat 
talks to you. If you get a bit too 
high you know it immediately 
and a modest correction gets 
you back in the groove. I like 
a boat that you sail by the 
seat of your pants and by the 
wind on your face, not just by 
instruments. Bringing the boat 
through the wind we turned 
north. The wind went south. 
Alas, we paid out the boom and 
longed for a whisker pole as we 
headed home wing-and-wing. 
We managed to keep the boat 
moving at 5 knots plus.  

The new Beneteau 37 is 
destined for success. Despite 
the weak dollar, the base price 
 makes the boat a great 
value. Anybody out there want 
to take me up on my bet?The large cockpit easily seated the crowd, below.
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